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A Chapter in the History of Annotation, being Scholia Aristophanioa,
Vol. III. By W. Q. RUTHERFORD, formerly Head-Master of Westminster. Pp. xi + 494.
London : Macnrillan & Co. 25s. net.
The third volume of Dr. Butherford's edition of the Scholia in the Codex Ravennas of
Aristophanes has an independent title and an independent right to existence as a contri-
bution to the history of scholarship. In substance it is a classification of the scholia under
several heads, according as they relate to textual criticism or interpretation, and according
as the interpretation deals with the manner in which the verses should be spoken, or the
explanation of their form or meaning. Under this last category come the scholia which
interpret the poet's phrases as examples of the various tropes or figures (such as fierarpopd,
•7repi(f>pa<ns, dnoa-ianrrja-is, and the like), those which explain unfamiliar words or matters of
fact, and those which pass critical judgement on the poems. Unfortunately these two last
sections form the least part of the scholiasts' industry, and in many cases give nothing
more than can be readily extracted from the text itself. Dr. Rutherford ends with the
meanest possible opinion of the scholia and the scholiasts, but his book is enlivened
and enriched by a series of forcible pictures of the conditions under which they came into
being. He does not attempt to assign known authors to the scholia, regarding them rather
as mere schoolmasters' annotations, but he tries to depict the circumstances under which
they arose, and he scatters hints which have an obvious bearing upon the educational
questions of our own time.
Handbook of Homeric Study. By HENRY BROWNE, S.J., M.A., New College,
Oxford; Professor of Greek at University College, Dublin. Pp. xvi + 333.
22 Plates. London : Longmans. 6s. net.
This is a handbook to the Homeric poems, intended for somewhat advanced students of
the subject. As compared with Sir R. Jebb's well-known Introduction, it deals somewhat
less fully with the literary side of the subject, but much more fully with the archaeological
side, on which so much light has been thrown by recent discoveries. With regard to the
composition of the Iliad, Prof. Browne follows Geddes' views in the main ; on the ethno-
logical question, he is not disposed to accept Prof. Ridgeway's theories to their full extent.
The value of the book, however, consists less in the actual conclusions at which the author
somewhat tentatively arrives than in his fair and careful statements of the views held by
the leading scholars on the chief points of controversy. M. Victor Be'rard's elucidations
of the Odyssey, Mr. Arthur Evans' discoveries at Knossos, the British School's excavations
at Phylakopi, Prof. Ridgeway's Celto-Achaean theory—in short, all the most recent contri-
butions to the literary and archaeological study of the poems are dispassionately stated
and considered ; and, in addition, Prof. Browne has the advantage of using unpublished
materials of Mr. Myres, whose command of the whole field of Homeric and Mycenaean
archaeology it would be hard to rival.
A n Introduction to Greek Epigraphy. Part II . The Inscriptions of Attica.
Edited by E. S. ROBERTS and E. A. GARDNER. Cambridge : University Press, 1905.
Pp. xxiv + 601.
This volume, which carries out for Attic inscriptions the plan proposed in its predecessor,
is, it would appear from the preface, not to be followed by others covering the inscriptions
of other parts of Greece. This is to be regretted, because the non-Attic side of history and
archaeology always runs a risk of being neglected. Possibly, however, as the editors hope,
others may be induced to carry on the plan of the book ; meanwhile we must be content
with what we have. In method, the work is more or less intermediate between those of
Dittenberger and Hicks. The object of Dittenberger's invaluable work seems to be to
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produce not an epigraphist proper—i.e. one who works from the stone—but a book-
epigraphist, a scholar who having the extant letters before him can make the most of
them from the historical and philological point of view. The object of Hicks is not to
produce an epigraphist at all, but merely to supply epigraphic illustrations of Greek
history. Messrs. Roberts and Gardner, while they deal within certain limits with all sorts
of inscriptions, do not aim at giving a definitive publication of each inscription, but
merely take it as typical of a class and attempt to make it the foundation of a study of the
others. In a text-book, given a certain modicum of sound matter, arrangement is everything.
The matter here is of course good and plentiful (we have 410 inscriptions divided into
thirteen classes). There is, however, some lack of clearness in the arrangement: the way in
which the ' Eemarks' are scattered about the various sections, instead of being collected
•at the beginning of each, is disturbing. As regards the method of printing the inscrip-
tions, a good feature is the disposing of the lines according to the original; but a some-
what unnecessary complication is introduced by printing restorations in Clarendon type as
well as brackets. A special form should have been adopted for the rough breathing ; the
plan followed here'to indicate the existence of the sign of the breathing on the original does
not work for words which are printed with a capital initial, such as 'Akiicapvaj'o-rjs. And
we can see no reason why <j)cr and ^o- should not be preserved in the transliteration when
the double letters are so written on the stone. When a book has been twice the Horatian
period of years in preparation—for we presume that it was taken in hand after the publica-
tion of Vol. I. and delayed for various reasons—it is inevitable that faults of detail should
creep in : we note, for instance, that the debt of the people of Syros (No. 122113) is given
as 4800 drachms, whereas other editors all give 4900 (they may be wrong, but the point
should have been noted) ; that in No. 359 the words 'Ev Alyvnra TfXeViKoj fidvris are stated
to be part of the later addition to the stone, which does not seem to be the case; that in
No. 9723 the weight of the ' gold tetradrachm' is wrongly said to be too high in proportion
for a gold cast of a silver tetradrachm, whereas it is as nearly as possible right; that
firoiijo-avTo is read instead of inor^aavro in 133 and in the restored passage in 122. These are of
course minutiae, but they are the kind of points in which the epigraphist of the new school
prides himself on being correct. One or two inscriptions are omitted which we should have
liked to see included : such are the commercial treaty with Phaselis (Dittenberger2 72) ; the
fragment of the confiscation list relating to Alcibiades (which is mentioned in the notes) ;
and the inscription relating to the return of the democrats from Phyle ; the last is also
interesting because it contains the names of professions, which, as the editors note on No.
222, are too rare in Attic epigraphy"! It is easy, however, to find fault with a book which
deals with a subject of this kind ; it would be ungrateful to disguise the fact that as a
summary of the portion of the Corpus relating to Attic inscriptions it will be invaluable
to teachers and students of all degrees.
A Handbook of Greek Sculpture. By E. A. GARDNER. Revised Edition.
Pp. xxxii + 590. London : Macmillan & Co., 1905. 10s.
In the revised edition of Mr. E. A. Gardner's well-known handbook, the former first and
second parts have been combined into a single volume. The changes in the text are
restricted to the insertion or modification of occasional sentences, a discussion of the most
important discoveries of the last ten years being reserved for'an appendix of 35 pages. This
can also be purchased separately, by those who possess the former edition, which, it should
be noted, is greatly to be preferred as far as regards the illustrations.
